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YOUR TOWN

By DIANA GOOVAERTS
dgoovaerts@njherald.com

HOPATCONG — 
Hopatcong became the fourth 
municipality to join the call for 
more information about the 
county’s solar settlement 
Wednesday when the Borough 
Council unanimously 
approved sending a letter to 
the county, but stopped short 
of asking for the resignations 
of any county officials as had 
happened in Andover 
Township.

Sussex Borough and Byram 
also passed resolutions this 
week expressing their dis-
pleasure and seeking more 
information about the settle-
ment.

“It’s more from a perspec-
tive that Hopatcong’s not ben-
efiting from anything that’s 
happening, so we’re just put-
ting our two cents in that 
we’re not happy,” Council 
President Marie Galate said 
after the meeting.

At the heart of the bor-
ough’s effort is a desire to find 
out more about what appears 
to be a systemic failure on the 
part of county officials.

“We’re all the time asked to 
make decisions up here with 
three bad options, that’s not 
uncommon,” Councilman 
Richard Bunce said. “What is 
not terribly common is a con-
sistent failure, and that’s what 
I’m concerned about.”

“At the end of the day what 
my interest is is to find out 
who made the mistake and 
why, to hold them accountable 
and to make sure this doesn’t 
happen again so next year it’s 
not something else, some-
where else,” he continued.

Councilman Richard 
Schindelar, in agreeing with 
sending a letter over a resolu-
tion, said the council would be 
wise to seek more information 
before passing judgment.

“There is some information 
that I found in my research 
that basically said if the proj-
ects weren’t built by the end 
of this year, those federal 
grants would be lost and the 
money would be gone,” 
Schindelar said. “I’m wonder-
ing if that’s part of the impe-
tus for making the decision. 
There are always two sides to 
every story.”

Along with sending the let-
ter to county officials, the 
council said it also plans to 
take up Freeholder Phil 
Crabb on his offer to sit down 
with municipalities to explain 
the details and circumstances 
of the settlement. Schindelar 
and Councilman Michael 
Francis volunteered to sit in 
on the meeting along with 
Mayor Sylvia Petillo and 
Borough Administrator 
Robert Elia.

The date of the meeting, 
which will not be open to 
 the public, has not yet been 
determined.

NEWTON — All things 
baby boomer will be in evi-
dence Saturday at the second 
annual Baby Boomer Bash, 
presented by the New Jersey 
Herald and Sussex County 
Community College.

A variety of events, includ-
ing live music, seminars, 
demonstrations, workshops 
and more, all geared to the 
generation born between 
1946 and 1964, will be pre-
sented from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in the college gymnasium.

Additionally, a raffle will be 
held for a painting by local 
artist Carol Decker, and 
drawings for gifts baskets, 
gift cards, overnight stays, 
lunches, and more will be 
held throughout the bash.

Vendors will address issues 
including listing your home 
for sale, reverse mortgages, 
living healthy and legal mat-
ters.

Meanwhile, attendees can 
take to the dance floor and 
boogie to the sounds of local 
rock band Split Rock playing 
favorites from the ’50s and 
’60s all day, with dancing 
from David Cross.

Refreshments available 
will include classic fountain 
drinks, milk shakes and egg 
creams.

A sampling of vendors 
includes Newton Country 
Club’s Marybeth Kohberger, 
golf instructor and PGA pro-
fessional, who will give a vari-
ety of tips, including how to 
perfect your golf swing; 
Cynthia Muldoon, of Cunico 
Family Health and Wellness, 
who will calculate body mass 
index, weight loss and nutri-
tion, and offer some chiro-
practic tips as well; Paul 
Hudspith, owner of The 
Cabinet Painter, who will 
bring 20 years of experience 

selling kitchen counter tops 
and cabinets; Sussex County 
Total Health, showing “how 
to stay young for 100 years”; 
and Bristol Glen mixing it up 
with the “Chef ’s Corner” 
cooking show.

Admission is $3 per person; 
kids under 12 are free. 
Receive $1 off admission with 
printable coupon, located at 
www.njherald.com/boomer-
bash, with a donation of a 
protein food item to be donat-
ed to local food pantries 
through Foodstock. Fill out 
the registration form, located 
on the website, and bring it 
with you to be automatically 
entered in every free drawing 
offered at the Baby Boomer 
Bash.

For more information, visit 
www.njherald.com/boomer-
bash, contact Nicole Hammer 
at 973-383-1028 or email pro-
motions@njherald.com.

LAFAYETTE — Four 
Sussex County residents will 
be honored by the 
Chinkchewunska Chapter of 
the Daughters of the 
American Revolution at the 
group’s annual awards lun-
cheon on Saturday.

The luncheon will be held 
at noon at the Lafayette 
House.

John Harrigan, the orga-
nizer of the effort to estab-
lish the Northern New 
Jersey Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery, will be presented 
the Community Service 
Award.

Harrigan, a Vietnam vet-
eran, first approached the 
Sussex County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders three 
years ago seeking a small 
plot of land for a veterans 
cemetery. That idea grew 
into the 67-acre cemetery 
site located on Route 94 in 
Sparta.

The first phase, which will 
have about 1,400 grave sites, 
will open late this spring or 
in early summer.

Receiving the History 
Award will be Edward 
Fritsch, while Janina 
Wycalek will be honored with 
the Women in American 
History Award.

Fritsch is president of the 
Sparta Township Historical 
Society and chairs the 
County History Alliance.

Wycalek is a trustee of the 
Walpack Historic Society and 
a member of the Walpack 
Township Committee.

Don Hall, owner of the 
Chatterbox Drive-In restau-
rant at Ross’ Corner in 
Frankford, will be honored 
with the Ramsey-Stamy-
Ayers Award.

That award honors Effie 
Ramsey, Britta Stamy and 
Dorothy Ayers, who were not 
connected to DAR but who 
each helped the chapter’s 
efforts to own and furnish 
the Van Bunschooten 
Museum in Wantage.

The award is presented to 
someone who has shown 
support for the museum and 
the chapter.

By GREG WATRY
gwatry@njherald.com 

NEWTON — The pin-
wheels rise out of flower-
pots, their curled wheels 
alternating from chrome 
blue to silver. In the confer-
ence room of Ginnie’s House 
Children Advocacy Center in 
Newton, a cluster of the 
flowerpots stood on the con-
ference table.

“They are the symbol for 
child abuse prevention,” 
Tori Simeone, an intern at 
Ginnie’s House, said of the 
child’s toy.

Starting April 1 and 
through the month, five 
Sussex Bank locations and 
five Lakeland Bank loca-
tions in Sussex County will 
display the “prevention 
pots” as a way to raise 
awareness of child abuse 
during Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.

“We here at Ginnie’s 
House and a lot of other 
child advocacy centers do 
events to raise awareness 
for child abuse,” Simeone 
said. “We found some ideas 
of projects we can do with 
the pinwheels, and we 
thought it was a great way 
to (reach out) to the commu-
nity and raise awareness.”

Each flowerpot is 
equipped with a card that 
illustrates how an individual 
can report suspected child 
abuse, along with the signs 
and symptoms of different 
kinds of abuse, including 
physical and sexual abuse, 
and neglect.

“The United States loses 
an average of between four 
and seven children every 
day to child abuse and 
neglect,” the 23-year-old 
Simeone said. “That’s a very 
high number for an industri-
al country like us.”

Some signs of physical 

abuse include unexplained 
bruises, welts, burns, frac-
tures or abrasions; signs of 
sexual abuse include sexual 
knowledge/behavior inap-
propriate to age, difficulty 
walking or standing, or trau-
ma to the genital areas; and 
signs of neglect include con-
sistent hunger, poor hygiene 
and abandonment, among 
other symptoms.

The awareness project is 
Simeone’s brainchild. A 

senior at Montclair State 
University, she is majoring 
in family and child studies 
with a concentration in fami-
ly services and a certificate 
in child advocacy. She has 
been interning at Ginnie’s 
House for about one year.

“I’ve always had a passion 
for working with children,” 
she said. “I think that if we 
can help children recover 
from traumas that we’ll 
enable future success. ... No 

kid should go through any 
sort of hardship and feel 
that defines their life.”

Simeone cited the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s Adverse 
Childhood Experiences 
Study.

“Childhood adverse expe-
riences lead to behavioral 
issues, such as early preg-
nancy (and) drug abuse,” 
she said. “Our goal here is 
to stop that and prevent that 

before it becomes more of a 
societal issue.”

The reception room at 
Ginnie’s House is oriented 
toward making children as 
physically and psychologi-
cally comfortable as possi-
ble. The room resembles a 
playroom, and nothing in it 
references child abuse, said 
Rhona Beadle, the executive 
director of Ginnie’s House.

Photo by Tracy Klimek/New Jersey Herald

Ginnie’s House intern Tori Simeone devised a project in which pinwheels in flower pots, at left, are part of a program to 
raise awareness of child abuse during April, which is Child Abuse Prevention Month.

Second Baby Boomer Bash 
will celebrate a generation

DAR to present awards

Ginnie’s House promotes awareness of child abuseHopatcong 
joins call for 
info about 
solar project

See ABUSE, Page A8

By ERIC OBERNAUER
eobernauer@njherald.com

MONTAGUE — The Board of 
Education is moving ahead with 
plans to hire a special attorney to 
review the final elements of a tran-
sition plan for students in grades 
7-8.

The plan, which has yet to be 
finalized, would apply to students 
currently attending Port Jervis 
Middle School and possibly their 
younger siblings as well, though 
details remain speculative.

Board of Education President 
Tacia Johnson indicated Thursday 
that the decision to seek an alter-
nate legal counsel was made after it 
was learned that the current board 
attorney, Cherie Adams, had also 
done work for the High Point 
Regional High School District, 
which began enrolling Montague 
ninth-graders in September 2014 
under a new send-receive contract 
between the two districts. Under 
the contract, the next class of 
Montague freshmen will enroll at 
High Point in September 2015, and 
so forth, until full immersion is 

achieved in September 2017.
In the meantime, a curriculum 

committee is continuing plans to 
convert the K-6 Montague 
Elementary School to a K-8 school. 
That process, under which the ele-
mentary school will accept its first 
crop of seventh-graders in 
September, is expected to take two 
years to complete and will culmi-
nate in the school housing both the 
seventh and eighth grades starting 
in September 2016.

But left unfinished is the business 
of what will become of the current 
population of middle-school stu-
dents already enrolled in Port 
Jervis.

Although the Montague board 
has a contract with High Point 
Regional High School, it also still 
has a contract with Port Jervis 
High School — and as recently as 
December, Adams had said ongoing 
efforts were being made to pursue a 
final-status plan to allow Montague 
middle-school students with older 
siblings still attending Port Jervis 
High School to finish their own edu-
cation there too.  

After a year of on-and-off negotia-
tions, the two districts were said to 
have come to terms on a final tran-
sition plan before the end of 
December. But Johnson, who 
assumed the board presidency in 
January, indicated the Montague 
board — which has seen five of its 
seven members replaced over the 
last two election cycles — found the 
plan “inadequate” and elected to 
scrap it shortly after the new year.

Johnson declined Thursday to 
identify those inadequacies. But, 
she said, “we would like to have this 
all resolved in the next few months. 
There were elements of the last 
transition plan that were inade-
quate and we just want to make 
sure everything’s covered.”

She said a select board commit-
tee would review the matter with a 
special attorney in the near future 
and, at that point, would make a 
determination as to the specific 
areas it wished to address.

With Adams also representing 
the High Point school district, 
Johnson said the Montague board 
wanted an outside counsel — an 

attorney without ties to either High 
Point or Port Jervis — to assume 
charge of the process. She said 
Adams would continue to handle 
other day-to-day legal matters.

The continuing uncertainty over 
the transition plan’s final shape led 
Krista Mikulski, a resident who has 
strongly supported efforts to bring 
students in grades 7-12 back to New 
Jersey, to press Johnson for 
answers at Wednesday’s board 
meeting.

“We’re in a contract with High 
Point and we have an obligation to 
them whether anybody likes that or 
not ... I’m just trying to understand 
what your intentions are,” said 
Mikulski.

Johnson, without elaborating, 
responded that “there is a transi-
tion plan that was rescinded for 
various reasons and I can’t go into 
the details of it, but we are just con-
tinuing and taking corrective action 
on what the previous board wasn’t 
able to accomplish. We’re not rein-
venting the wheel.”

By at least one measure, it would 
appear some of the current eighth-

graders are still hoping to remain in 
Port Jervis: Only 8 of the 19 
Montague eighth-graders currently 
enrolled at Port Jervis Middle 
School showed up for a Feb. 24 
freshman orientation at High Point 
Regional High School despite the 
fact that students who did so were 
excused from classes.

One parent of an eighth-grader, 
who asked not to be named, sug-
gested the numbers were indicative 
of sentiments among the current 
eighth-graders and their parents.

CONSTABLE PRESENCE TO CONTINUE
The Montague board, following 

online chatter in January by per-
sons insinuating possible acts of 
violence, will continue having a con-
stable present at all board meet-
ings. The board had initially 
responded by having two state 
troopers present at the Jan. 28 
board meeting, but the township 
has since offered to provide the ser-
vices of a constable at no charge to 
the school district.

Montague school board seeks special attorney

See MONTAGUE, Page A8
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Deaths
FLYNN, JAMES W., 89, died 
Thursday, March 19, 2015. 
Visitation: Sunday, March 22, 
2-4 and 7-9 p.m., Pizzi Funeral 
Home, Northvale. Mass of 
Christian Burial: Monday, 
March 23, 10 a.m., St. Pius X 
Roman Catholic Church. Burial 
will follow at St. Thomas the 
Apostle in Oak Ridge.

OAKLEY-BOWDEN, ELLEN, 
63, died Wednesday, March 18, 
2015. Visitation: Sunday, March 
22, 2-4 and 7-9 p.m., Iliff-
Ruggiero Funeral Home, 
Newton. Funeral services: 
Monday, March 23, 9 a.m., at 
the funeral home.

SCHWARZ (SLIVENSKY), 
GRACE M., 97, died Thursday, 
March 19, 2015. Visitation: 
Sunday, March 22, 2-6 p.m., at 
the funeral home. Funeral ser-
vices: Monday, March 23, 9 
a.m., Dangler Lewis and Carey 
Funeral Home, Boonton, with a 
Funeral Mass at 10 a.m. at St. 
Pius X Church, Montville. 
Interment will be held privately.

Services
BRAZEL, MAREN HEATHER: 
Private cremation entrusted to 
the F. John Ramsey Funeral 
Home, Franklin.

CAMPBELL, ROBERT “BOB” 
L.: Graveside service: Today, 
10 a.m., Tranquility Cemetery.

COSTELLO, JAMES E.: 
Visitation: Today, 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m., Goble Funeral Home, 
Sparta. Funeral Mass: 
Saturday, March 21, 10 a.m., 
Good Shepherd R.C. Church, 
Andover. Interment will follow 
with military honors at Sparta 
Cemetery.

CSEH, JOYCE: All services are 
private and under the direction 
of Gray-Parker Funeral Home, 
Port Jervis, N.Y.

FREAS, PAUL A.: Visitation: 
Today, 2-4 and 6-8 p.m., 
Masonic Service at 8 p.m., 
Smith-McCracken Funeral 
Home, Newton. Memorial ser-
vice: Saturday, March 21, 10:30 
a.m., Beemerville Presbyterian 
Church, Wantage. Interment to 
follow at Beemerville Cemetery.

GATELY, JOHN “JACK” 
JOSEPH: Memorial visitation: 
Saturday, March 21, 2-6 p.m., 
Wood Funeral Home, 
Branchville, with a 5 p.m. 
memorial service.

HALKE, VIRGINIA: Visitation: 
Sunday, March 22, 3 to 6 p.m., 
Smith-McCracken Funeral 
Home, Newton. Funeral: 
Monday, March 23, 11:30 a.m., 
at the funeral home. Interment 

will follow in Newton Cemetery.

KOWALSKI, ANTONIE: 
Funeral services: Today, 9:15 
a.m., Whitham-Kanapaux 
Funeral Home, Rockaway, 
followed by a 10 a.m. Funeral 
Mass at St. Cecilia’s Church, 
Rockaway. Interment to follow 
at St. Cecilia’s Cemetery, 
Rockaway.

KUEHN, MATT WEST: 
Visitation: Sunday, March 22, 
1-4 p.m., MacFadden Funeral 
Home, Belvidere. Funeral 
Mass: 11 a.m., Monday, March 
23, St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, Belvidere. Interment: 
First Hopkinton Cemetery, 
Hopkinton, R.I.

MCGURRIN, JANET MICHEL: 
Memorial service: Saturday, 
March 21, 11 a.m., Christ 
Episcopal Church, Newton. 
Arrangements under the direc-
tion of the Smith-McCracken 
Funeral Home, Newton.

PAULSON, ROBERT “BOB” 
C.: Funeral services: Today, 
11:30 a.m., Yellow Frame 
Presbyterian Church, Fredon. 
Interment to follow in Yellow 
Frame Cemetery.

ROE, THOMAS D.: Cremation 
has taken place and services 
will be held today at the First 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in Big Timber, Mont.

ZOPPY, BRUCE ANTHONY: 
Funeral service: Today, 10 a.m., 
Goble Funeral Home, Sparta. 
Interment will follow at Sparta 
Cemetery.

Ellen Oakley-
Bowden

HAMPTON — Ellen 
Oakley Bowden, age 63, of 
Hampton, died suddenly 
Wednesday, March 18, 2015, 
in Hampton.

Born and raised in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., she had lived 
there for many years before 
moving to Hampton 28 years 
ago.

Daughter of the late 
Anthony and Lucetta (Clark) 
Vitkavage, Ellen was 
employed as a clerical 
employee for Chubb Group in 
Warren. A loving and devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother 
and sibling, she enjoyed 
spending time with her fami-
ly and grandchildren most of 
all. She will truly be missed 
by all who knew and loved 
her.

Ellen is survived by her 
beloved husband, John J. 
Bowden; her son, Daniel 
Oakley, of Paterson; her sis-
ter, Janet Vitkavage; as well 
as her grandchildren, 
Michelle, Thomas and 
Nicholas Brown, Madison 
Kirlew, and Sonny Oakley.

Visitation will be held 
Sunday, March 22, from 2 to 4 
and 7 to 9 p.m. in the Iliff-
Ruggiero Funeral Home, 156 
Main St. (Route 206), Newton. 
Funeral services will be held 
Monday, March 23, at 9 a.m. 
in the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als in Ellen’s memory may be 
made to the American 
Diabetes Association, www.
diabetes.org. Online condo-
lences may be offered 
through www.iliff-ruggierofu-
neralhome.com.

Obituaries

James W. 
Flynn

OLD TAPPAN — James 
W. Flynn, age 89, of Old 
Tappan and Oak Ridge, 
passed away on Thursday, 
March 19, 2015.

James was born on Feb. 
4, 1926, in Miners Mills, Pa., 
and was raised in Paterson.

James was the son of the 
late James A. and Nellie 
Flynn. He was a graduate of 
St. Joseph’s High School in 
Paterson and was a proud 
veteran of World War II, 
serving in the Merchant 
Marine and Coast Guard 
with honor. He spent his 
career as an independent 
process and controls engi-
neer designing and install-
ing complex electronic con-
trol systems worldwide.

James was married to 
Virginia M. (Hinchen) Flynn 
for 59 years, who preceded 
him in death in 2008. James 
was the father of six sons, 
James M. Flynn and his 
wife, Roseline, of River 
Vale, Robert D. Flynn and 
his wife, Analuk, of 
Syracuse, Utah, John J. 
Flynn and his wife, Penny, 
of Lodi, Paul A. Flynn and 
his wife, Suzette, of West 
Suffield, Conn., and Michael 
T. Flynn and his wife, 
Barbara, of Gillette, and 
Mark D. Flynn, who passed 
away in 2013; three daugh-
ters, Patricia M. Lyons, of 
Sussex, Suzanne M. 
McGregor and her husband, 
Cameron, of Hamburg, and 
Constance M. Kwas and her 
husband, Daniel, of 
Wauwatosa, Wis. He was 
the loving grandfather of 18 
grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be Sunday, 
March 22, at the Pizzi 
Funeral Home in Northvale, 
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
will be offered on Monday, 
23, 10 a.m., at St. Pius X 
Roman Catholic Church. 
Burial will follow at St. 
Thomas the Apostle in Oak 
Ridge.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to the Wounded 
Warrior Project, www.
woundedwarriorproject.org, 
would be greatly appreciat-
ed.

Grace M. 
Schwarz

VERNON — Grace M. 
Schwarz (nee Slivensky), 97, 
passed away Thursday, 
March 19, 2015, at Karen 
Ann Quinlan Hospice in 
Newton.

Grace was born in Yukon, 
Pa., and resided in 
Montville before moving to 
Highland Lakes seven 
years ago.

Grace was the beloved 
wife of the late Karl 
Schwarz; loving mother of 
Dennis Schwarz and his 
wife, Betty L., and the late 
Robert E.J. Schwarz; dear 
mother-in-law of Sharon 
Schwarz; devoted sister to 
13 siblings; dear aunt of 
Merna, Margaret, 
Bernadette, Gary, Kathy, 
Maryann and Nancy; cher-
ished nana of Heather, 
Michelle, Robin, Marne and 
Julie; and great-nana of 
eight.

Funeral services will be 
held on Monday, March 23, 
starting at 9 a.m. at Dangler 
Lewis and Carey Funeral 
Home, 312 W. Main St., 
Boonton, with a Funeral 
Mass at 10 a.m. at St. Pius 
X Church in Montville. 
Interment will be held pri-
vately. Visitation will be on 
Sunday, March 22, from 2 to 
6 p.m. at the funeral home. 
Letters of condolence may 
be posted at www.dangler-
lewisandcareyfuneralhome.
com.

TALLINN, Estonia (AP) 
— Samuel Charters, a vital 
historian of American blues, 
folk and jazz who helped 
introduce a generation of 
music lovers to Robert 
Johnson, Blind Willie McTell 
and other performers, has 
died. He was 85.

His widow, the author Ann 
Charters, said Thursday her 
husband died the day before 
in Stockholm of a bone mar-
row disorder after a serious 
illness.

Along with such musicolo-
gists as Alan Lomax and 
Harry Smith, Charters helped 
bring mainstream attention 
to once-obscure musicians 
from the South and 
Appalachia and make possi-
ble the blues revival of the 
1960s. His first book, “The 
Country Blues,” came out in 
1959 alongside an album of 
recordings by Johnson, 
McTell, Sleepy John Estes 
and others that reached a 
small, but influential base of 
fans. Bob Dylan would 

include versions of two songs 
compiled by Charters, Bukka 
White’s “Fixin’ to Die Blues” 
and Tommy McClennan’s 
“New Highway 51,” on his 
debut album, and later wrote 
a song about McTell. By the 
mid-’60s, the Rolling Stones, 
Eric Clapton and other rock 
stars were routinely perform-
ing blues songs.

“Sam Charters brought the 
country blues alive, and with 
great intelligence,” said histo-
rian Saul Wilentz. “His book 
was a touchstone at once 
enlightening and mysterious; 
the record, along with Harry 
Smith’s collection and a few 
others, was a thrilling infor-
mant.”

Charters, a native of 
Pittsburgh, moved to the 
Scandinavian country in 1970 
to work as a producer for the 
Swedish record company 
Sonet Records.

A dual Swedish-U.S. citi-
zen, he was best known for 
his books on the history of 
the blues and jazz.

American music historian Samuel Charters

By JOE CARLSON
jcarlson@njherald.com

SPARTA — The cases 
against the pair of Sparta 
men charged in connection 
with allegedly making an ice 
slick in the township in 
February were adjourned to 
another date Thursday after 
each defendant’s attorney 
requested more time to 
review the discovery in the 
case.

Brian Byers, 20, is charged 
with disorderly conduct for 
creating a dangerous condi-
tion by purposely icing the 
intersection, driving while 
intoxicated, careless driving, 
failure to stop at a stop sign, 
leaving the scene of an acci-
dent and failure to report an 
accident.

Byers’ codefendant, 
Alexander Zambenedetti, also 
20, is charged with driving 
while intoxicated, careless 
driving and failure to wear a 
seat belt.

Byers’ attorney, Michael 
Kelly, said he had received 
the discovery in the case 
from the state and would be 
giving it to an expert to 
review. Tom Mastro, the 
attorney for Zambenedetti 
said he had not yet received 
the discovery but would pick 
it up before the end of the day 

Thursday.
Judge John Mulhern told 

both attorneys the reviews of 
the discovery need to be done 
in a timely fashion.

“I know they’re busy,” 
Mulhern said of the experts, 
“but so are we.”

According to police, after a 
single-car accident at the 
intersection of Sawmill and 
Woodport roads on the eve-
ning of Feb. 13, Byers fled the 
scene, driving the damaged 
vehicle to his home less than 
a mile away. Byers returned 
to the scene with 
Zambenedetti later in 
Zambenedetti’s car, and 
poured water onto the inter-
section, attempting to make it 
look like the accident was 
caused by black ice, police 
said.

The township’s 
Department of Public Works 
applied about one-half ton of 
salt to make the area safe, 
police said.

Both Byers and 
Zambenedetti pleaded not 
guilty to the charges on Feb. 
18.

A new date was not imme-
diately set.

Joe Carlson also can be 
contacted on Twitter: 

@Joe CarlsonNJH or by 
phone: 973-383-1292.

Jury pool complete for kidnapping trial
SUPERIOR COURT — The jury pool for the trial of the 

Missouri man accused of kidnapping a Newton business owner 
in 2010 is now full and will be culled to 14 jurors in two weeks. 

The pool selection process ended Thursday after 12 days of 
paring down a pool of about 200 prospective jurors to 51. 

According to Judge Thomas J. Critchley, First Assistant 
Prosecutor Gregory Mueller and Martin Morrison, the attor-
ney for defendant Douglas Stangeland, will pick 12 jurors with 
two alternates on April 1 with the trial’s opening arguments 
expected that same day.

Stangeland and codefendant Lonnie Swarnes — who is 
expected to be tried after Stangeland’s trial — are accused of 
kidnapping Jeffrey Muller at gunpoint from the parking lot of 
his pet supply shop in January 2010. 

The two, along with Swarnes’ nephew, Andrew Wadel, 
believed Muller was a money broker from Mahwah by the 
same name.

Court date postponed 
in Sparta ice slick case

“It’s very child-focused out 
there; it’s friendly,” Beadle 
said of the reception room.

“We provide services to 
people that live in Sussex 
County who have been affect-
ed by criminal child abuse, 
and we also provide services 
to children who have been 
traumatized,” Beadle said. 
“That trauma may be wit-
nessing a murder or being 
involved in a fatal auto acci-
dent or witnessing domestic 
violence.”

Since 2000, the organization 
has performed 636 forensic 
interviews in conjunction 
with the Sussex County 
Prosecutor’s Office. Forensic 
interviews occur when an 
allegation of criminal, sexual 
or physical abuse comes to 
light.

Typically when a child has 
been sexually abused, Beadle 
said, they are told by the per-
petrator, who is usually some-
one the child knows or trusts, 
that if they speak of the abuse 
to anyone they will get in 
trouble.

“It’s really, really important 
that we do everything that we 
can to let the child know that 
they’re not in trouble, so we 

are as non-threatening as 
possible,” Beadle said.

Beadle called Simeone a 
“godsend,” and said her dedi-
cation shows in her work out-
put.

“She’s amazingly creative, 
she’s organized, she ques-
tions things, and then she 
comes up with something like 
this, which is amazing,” 
Beadle said. “We’re really, 
really happy to have interns, 
especially from Montclair 
because they have a child 
advocacy program.”

On top of forensic inter-
views, Ginnie’s House pro-
vides a number of other ser-
vices, including a medical 
program with Dr. Navneesh 
Kabarwal, of Vernon; a child 
therapy program; and a fami-
ly advocacy program.

Simeone, after her intern 
hours are complete, hopes to 
continue volunteering with 
Ginnie’s House.

“Ginnie’s House is an 
amazing, amazing, organiza-
tion and all of our services 
are here free for the chil-
dren,” she said.

“We couldn’t do this with-
out the community support,” 
she added. “It’s just one 
small little step but it’s a big 
wave in the ocean.”

For more information on 
Ginnie’s House, go to www.
ginnieshouse.org.

Under New Jersey law, 
constables are peace officers 
deputized with limited police 
powers, including the author-
ity to make arrests, similar to 
citizen’s arrests. Constables 
are required to undergo 
training and are appointed to 
three-year terms in the towns 
where they live. 

BOARD SEAT FILLED 
In other business, the 

Montague board — after hav-
ing left its seat on the Port 
Jervis board vacant the past 
several years — has elected 
once again to fill that seat, as 
Montague is entitled to do 
under the send-receive con-
tract the two districts still 
have.

The role will be shared by 
board members Sally 
Kurtzman and Gayle Andriac, 
who will serve in the capacity 

on a rotating basis and 
report.

Although Montague is not 
permitted a vote on the Port 
Jervis board, Johnson had 
said after being elected in 
November that filling the seat 
would be a priority — a first 
step, in her view, toward 
repairing relations between 
the two districts that had 
become frayed in the last 
couple of years.

The Montague board also 
has tapped another of its 
members, George 
Gelderman, to serve as an 
unofficial liaison to the High 
Point board. Gelderman, who 
is a teacher at Delaware 
Valley High School in Milford, 
Pa., has agreed to assume 
the role starting in June. He 
will attend High Point board 
meetings as an unofficial 
observer.

Eric Obernauer can also be 
contacted on Twitter: 

@EricObernNJH or by phone 
at 973-383-1213.
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 Remember your loved one in this special way.
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 Forever Missed…
 Never Forgotten

 During this Easter season we remember those who have 
 passed away and are especially dear to us.

 On Sunday, April 5, The New Jersey Herald will publish
 special in-memoriams in honor of those who are gone,

 but are not forgotten.
 Your remembrance will be placed on a color page and will be 

 similar to the sample shown.
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 peace shine on your  peace shine on your 

 face for eternity. face for eternity.
 Forever, Forever,

  John &  Chris  John &  Chris

 Published:   Sunday, April 5
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 To place your ad, mail the form below to:
 The New Jersey Herald, Attn: Donna, 2 Spring Street, Newton, NJ 07860
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 Select one of the following verses
 below to accompany your tribute.
 1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
 2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
 3. Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
 4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.
 5. My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
 6. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you again in God’s heavenly glory.
 7. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your smile fills us with joy and

 laughter.
 8. Though out of sight, you’ll forever be in my heart and mind.
 9. The days come and go, but the times we shared will always remain.
 10. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
 11. May God’s grace shine over you for all time.
 12. You were a light in our lives that burns forever in our hearts.
 13. May God’s graces shine over you for all time.
 14. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to year.
 15. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal rest and happiness.
 16. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.


